GUERRE DE POTS DE CHAMBRE
his party was restored to power. That was what George was
determined should not happen.
Egremont died [Wilkes, who meant to fi call him out * had
he lived, maliciously said on hearing the news of the Earl's death
that he had * been gathered to the dull of ancient days!'] on
August 2ist: four days later Pitt waited upon the King at
Buckingham House. In his own memoranda George recorded
that
the Duke of Bedford . . . had declared to Me the Kingdom ruin'd
if Mr Pitt did not come into Office, nay even advis'd the giving
him Carte Blanche.
Many others shared Bedford's views. Bute was thereupon sent
to ' sound ' Pitt; and as a result of their talks the audience of the
25th was arranged. Bute's part in the business at once aroused
the- suspicions and wrath of Grenville and his colleagues: they
regarded Bute as a mischievous meddler, and were convinced
that the King himself was trying to ' double-cross' them. Their
' illhumour,' therefore, was greatly intensified.
Pitt was always graciously loyal in the presence of his King,
but during the audience he could not refrain from inveighing
in the strongest terms against the recent Peace, which he had so
relentlessly opposed. George listened with great patience to
Pitt's 4 lecture '; and when it was concluded he put forward his
own proposition, even going so fax as to say that he would offer
no objection if Pitt thought fit to bring Temple with him into
the Ministry. This, in view of Temple's part in the Wilkes's
affair, was a very great concession. Pitt met the offer with the
observation that, in his opinion, the King's interests would be
best served by bringing back to power * the Great Whig Lords/
George demurred, and Pitt was sent away to give the proposition
more careful reflection. Two days later Pitt returned to the
King: he repeated his advice about bringing back * the Great
Whig Lords,' and said that if it was followed he himself would
be most happy to serve his sovereign. In such an eventuality, he
stated, there would of necessity have to be a complete reorganiza-
tion of the Government, and many of the King's friends would
have to lose office. Pitt had failed to grasp the true purpose of
the talks—the formation of a coalition of the best men irrespective
of party ties. Loyalty to friends was one of George's weaknesses;
p	'	81

